A histopathological study was conducted on a total of 214 broiler chickens collected from a certain broiler farm. They consisted of 178 chickens which died before maturity and 36 chickens which were killed due to poor growth or as a result of abnormal legs.
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Histopathologically, many chickens (153 cases, 71.5%) were found to have arteriolosclerosis in the myocardial layers. Such arteriolosclerosis was found in chickens which were 21 days or older, the incidence of the disease increased with age, and the incidence of severe lesions also tended to escalate as the chicken became older.
There have been no reports of chicken cardiac diseases accompanied by cardiac arteriolosclerosis as observed in the present study. Cardiac arteriolosclerosis of this kind can be said to be an unreported, independent disease in terms of its pathology and etiology.
